TOGETHER ON THE JOURNEY
GRACE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Dear Friends of Grace,
Grace and Peace and Happy New Year to you all. We begin 2022 by thanking you
for all the ways in which you engaged Grace in mission and ministry in 2021.
Enclosed please find a report detailing all the ministry you accomplished with the
help of God this year.
After you’ve read the report, we invite you to think and pray about how you hope to
engage with Grace in the year ahead. Specifically, we ask that you think and pray
about your giving to Grace in 2022 and fill out an estimate of giving or “pledge”
form. We are in the midst of planning ministry for the year and your estimate will
help us plan wisely.
The other reason we invite you to pledge is so that you can commit now, early in
the year, for how you plan to give this year. As you read the attached report we
think you’ll be inspired to give even more than before, and that is what we are
asking of you.
Our goals for this 2022 pledge campaign are three:

1. 150 total pledges from households like yours.
2. 100 households who increase their pledge from last year.
3. 15 households who pledge for the first time ever this year.
Please consider helping us reach this goal by filling out a pledge card and turning
it in by February 6, 2022. Thank you and God bless you.
Gratefully,
The Grace UMC Leadership Board

OUR PLEDGE GOALS THIS YEAR:
150

Total households that
pledge in 2022

100

Number of households who
increase their pledge this
year.

15

Number of households
pledging for the first time.
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A MESSAGE FROM THE PASTORS
What a difference a year makes!
Grace started 2021 in the throes
of a global pandemic,
conducting nearly all ministry
online or outdoors. From there,
2021 has been a year of
reopening, recovery, and
reorientation.

2021 was also a time of transition.
It began with the last six months
of Pastor Janet's blessed ministry
at Grace followed by the first six
months of Pastor Jessica's. It also
included a transition in our
leadership structure to a single
board model.

Worship and much of our typical
ministry is now back in person,
Grace Children's Learning Center
has reopened, and the pastors
have been able to do more inperson visitation. Through it all
God has remained faithful to
Grace.

The people of Grace continue to
face the challenges of our time
with dedication, faith, and
generosity. This report will
illustrate that abundantly.
As we begin 2022, we do so with
great excitement for what lies
ahead, and the new ways God will
lead us together on the journey of
faith in Christ.

"O God, our help in ages past, our hope for years to come,
be Thou our guide while life shall last, and our eternal home."

MEASURES OF GRACE IN 2021
The ministry of the church can be measured in many
different ways, but here are a few ways God has
blessed the ministry of the church in 2021

63
100
125
300
800

63 NEW MEMBERS: That's how many joined the

church through baptism, confirmation, or as
new members. Many of them started
worshiping with us online.
100 ONLINE WORSHIPERS: On an average

Sunday over 100 people worshiped online with
Grace in 2021. Our online worship service
continues to increase access to worship and
serve as a first step for new members.
125 CHILDREN: Grace Children's Learning

Center reopened in 2021, and 125 children are
now back at Grace, once again receiving a highquality Christian education.
OVER 300 PEOPLE OF ALL AGES: In 2021

children, youth, young adults, and senior adults
engaged with Grace through one of our
age-level-specific ministries.

800 WORSHIPERS: That's how many

encountered Grace through worship in 2021.
Worship is the primary way people encounter
and engage with Grace. In 2022 we hope 1000
people or more will worship with Grace.

21 THINGS
WORTH
CELEBRATING
FROM 2021
2021 presented us with a series of
challenges, opportunities, and
special missions. As the new year
begins, we are celebrating 2021's
accomplishments.

1) Reopened in-person
worship after 52 weeks
of online or outdooronly worship.

2) Repaired the Good
Shepherd window to
honor the past and keep
folks safe.

3) Replaced three of six
commercial-sized air
handlers to keep Grace
hospitable to all.

4) Repaired and/or replaced
all parking lot lights for the
sake of all our evening
ministry opportunities.

5) Upgraded Wifi access
across the entire campus
for ministry in the digital
age.

6) Upgraded the AV booth
with new equipment for
excellent online and inperson worship and other
ministry.

7) Repaired and replaced
preschool equipment and
technology before school
reopened in August.

8) Received two sizable
grants for the sake of our
preschool and community
ministries.

9) Raised $500,000 for
five special projects,
including major building
improvements and
expansion, a Grace
columbarium, a
scholarship fund & more!

10) Reopened the
preschool after an 18
month closure!

11) Welcomed a new
associate pastor,
Rev. Jessica Lunsford,
and her wonderful
family.

12) Supported local and
international missions with
service, donations, and
over $70,000 in funding.

13) Returned to in-person
Youth Group on Sunday
nights and confirmed 12
youth!

17) Reinstalled the light-up
angel Gabriel and built our
very own giant Advent
wreath for all to see.

21)

14) Gave out 21 Bibles to
Grace Kindergarteners
and 3rd graders!!

18) Welcomed a new
Grace Leadership Board
and conducted multiple
Town Hall Meetings.

15) Baptized 16 new
Christians of all ages!

19) Trained dozens of
volunteers and staff for
emergency preparedness.

16) Welcomed back our
coworkers from Osbourn HS
special education classes.

20) Hosted 100 senior
adults at monthly
luncheons for church and
community members.

In a year of ups and downs, God's grace remained sufficient,
and the church remained in ministry!

MY EXPERIENCE OF GRACE
AMANDA L.
I first encountered Grace when my
friend Riley posted an invitation on
Facebook about an upcoming young
adult book study. I joined that group
over Zoom one evening and the rest is
history.
I spent weeks on Zoom and checking
out the church online before showing
up in person. Now I engage with Grace
in worship every Sunday, I’m a regular in
the young adult ministry, and I’ve served
in worship and in several community
outreach programs. This past summer I
even got to spend a day being an office
angel for the church office when Cindy
was on vacation.

I love how welcoming Grace is, and how the church truly cares about its members
and the community. People have taken time to get to know me. I’m not just a
name. The church services speak to all, no matter your religious background, and I
always walk away with a better spiritual understanding, with tools to use, and
questions to ponder. That’s why I have embraced Grace as my church home.

BY THE
NUMBERS:
A FINANCIAL
LOOK AT 2021

Mission & Ministry
Gifts Received:

$1,065,914

Actual Spending:

$1,099,824

Difference:

-$33,910 *

* While we have seen some decline in regular giving
during the pandemic, we lost significant revenue (at
least $38,500) due to GCLC's closing.
Fortunately, Grace received a PPP loan that has been
fully forgiven, and that money (not included in the figures
above) will keep us in the black as we move into 2022.

Lighting the Way

^

Gifts Received:

$231,284

Paid to Mortgage:

$272,000

^

Original Loan Balance:

$1,570,723

Current Loan Balance:

$1,216,971

We continue to remit more than twice the minimum
monthly payment using LTW cash on-hand to reduce
the mortgage on our 2019 building addition.

OUR EXPERIENCE OF GRACE: THE RAMBOS
I encountered Grace when Pastor Drew led my father's funeral last September. He
was so kind and comforting. When I went to send a thank you note, I noticed the
9:30 online service and decided to check it out. That Sunday, I tuned in for the first
time. I liked how both pastors welcomed everyone, especially if it was their first
time with Grace. I attended the online service the following Sunday and from that
point on.
When I attended the exploring membership I noticed
all the other people said they felt so very welcome at
Grace, and I felt the same way. I feel supported here,
not only by the pastors, but by the whole Grace
family. It is a wonderful place to worship, learn, and
serve. So, after a lot of questions and back and forth
emails with the pastors, my family embraced Grace as
our church home.
I engage with Grace through worship each week. I
have participated in two book studies, which I
enjoyed very much. We participated in the winter
clothing drive, the toy drive, and donated to the Unto
All Generations campaign as a family. We look
forward to finding more ways to connect and grow in
faith and service through Grace.

2022
FINANCIAL
OUTLOOK
15%
CONNECTIONAL
APPORTIONMENTS

WORSHIP
20%

FACILITY
DISCIPLESHIP
MAINTENANCE FOR
20%
22%
MINISTRY
COMMUNICATION
23%
& ADMINISTRATION

2022 BUDGET

$1,243,586.66

INCREASED ONLY .85%
OVER 2021

OUR EXPERIENCE OF GRACE: THE SHELTONS
We encountered Grace while seeking a church home here in Manassas. I
(Debbie) had started to watch Grace Church online and I was really
impressed with the church service. When there was a death in the
family and we needed a pastor, we met Pastor Drew and he quickly
became a friend to our family when he offered the funeral for Jon’s dad.
We have engaged with Grace by
attending services and helping
with the donations and some
volunteer efforts. I joined the
summer Bible study and really
enjoyed it. Since we have a
special needs son, we were also
invited to lunch to talk about
our needs and help with the
planning for more inclusion at
church for the special needs
community.
Because of all of this we decided to embrace Grace Church as a family
and became members. It has been a huge blessing for all of us.

HOW WILL YOU ENGAGE
WITH GRACE IN 2022?
YOUR
PRAYERS

YOUR
PRESENCE

YOUR
GIFTS

Join the Grace prayer chain,
pray for the church and our
community each week.
Your prayers matter.

Show up regularly for worship,
for a fellowship group, or to
serve with Grace.
Your presence matters.

Give regularly and generously
to Grace to sustain all the
ministry of the church.
Your giving matters.

Serve on a ministry team
or by responding to other
calls to serve.
Your service matters.

YOUR
SERVICE

YOUR
WITNESS

Invite friends and family to
check Grace out. Bear witness
to God's grace in your daily life.
Your witness matters.
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SCAN HERE
TO GIVE TO GRACE
TODAY
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PLEASE PRAYERFULLY CONSIDER WHAT YOU CAN OFFER TOWARD
THE MINISTRY OF GRACE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH IN 2022

Scan this code to
fill out the form online,
Or you may fill out the paper form below by
February 6, 2022.

INDIVIDUAL OR FAMILY NAME _____________________________________

ADDRESS _________________________________________________________
EMAIL ___________________________

PHONE NUMBER ______________

TOWARD THE MISSION AND MINISTRY OF GRACE UMC IN 2022,
I/WE PLAN TO GIVE $______________ (CHECK ONE)
WEEKLY _____ BI-MONTHLY _____ MONTHLY _____
SEMI-ANNUALLY _____ ANNUALLY _____
I GIVE/PLAN TO GIVE ELECTRONICALLY:

YES _____

NO _____

THIS IS MY HOUSEHOLD'S FIRST TIME PLEDGING.
THIS REPRESENTS AN INCREASE OVER LAST YEAR'S PLEDGE.
Please turn in or mail this completed form to 9750 Wellington Rd,
Manassas, VA 20110 by February 6, 2022.

