
Grace’s Sunday Schedule:
Frequently Asked Questions

Overview: Beginning August 28, 2022 Grace will
have a new schedule on Sunday mornings
including Thrive (contemporary) Worship at 9am,
an engagement hour at 10am (Sunday School
and other groups), and Traditional Worship at
11am. This new schedule is based on
congregational feedback through the Ministry
Architects process. Below are some frequently
asked questions that may help you understand
the new schedule.

1. Why the change? Back in January during a series of congregational listening sessions
“updating the Sunday worship schedule” was one of the first pressure points identified. We
heard people longing for more Sunday School options, a service starting before 9:30am, and
the return of Coffee Hour among other concerns. This schedule is in response to those
longings, and we hope it will help Grace achieve its mission in the years ahead.

2. Why only two services? While Grace had three worship services for the five years before the
Pandemic, our post-Pandemic worship attendance is lower. We do not have enough
worshipers or worship volunteers to support a third service at this time, but we are very open
to adding worship times in the future as the Holy Spirit guides us.

3. Why no early service? While the 9am Thrive service is earlier than our current worship
opportunities, we know it’s not the same as our pre-Pandemic 8:30am  Traditional service. As
mentioned in question #2, we simply don’t have enough worshipers to sustain a third worship
service at this time.

4. What happens during the 10am hour? “Sundays at 10” is our “Engagement Hour” (we’re
still working on what to call it). This is a time each Sunday for us to deepen our engagement
with Grace through classes, groups, learning, fellowship, and service. It will be the hour of
most of our Sunday School classes, but it will also be a time when we will have occasional
service projects, tasty Coffee Hour treats for fellowship, and occasional groups and classes
depending on the season. Stay tuned for a Fall catalogue of opportunities for engagement on
Sundays at 10.

5. Will there still be one online service? Yes, the 9am Thrive service will be livestreamed. It
will no longer be a “blended” service, but will include music leadership from the Thrive Music
Team. You can worship online through the website or Facebook. Online worship continues to
be the #1 way we welcome new people at Grace and we plan to keep that pathway open.



6. Will the 11am service be streamed too? Not as of now. A number of variables including AV
needs, copyright issues, and privacy issues make streaming the 11am Traditional service
difficult. For now, instead of streaming the service live, we plan to post a sample 11am
service on the website so people can check it out before joining us in person.

7. What will kids do during worship? Children are always welcome in worship at Grace. We
don’t require them to be quiet, or hold still. In fact, we think it’s important for them to attend
worship in order to learn, even from an early age, how we worship as Christians. For kids and
families (or anyone of any age) who would rather have a separate worship experience, we
plan to offer “Pop-Out Church” as a sermon alternative.

8. What is Pop-Out Church? Pop-Out Church is a sermon alternative (“same gospel, different
vocabulary”) designed for children and people of all ages and abilities who might find it hard
to sit still or pay attention during the sermon. We hope to have this aspect of worship “up and
running” by mid-fall.

9. Was the congregation consulted about this change? Yes, in fact this change is based on
congregational consultation. This Sunday schedule reflects both January 2022 listening
sessions and May 2022 congregational input (remember the post-its?). The Worship Planning
Team, Vision Implementation Team, Grace Leadership Board, and Grace Staff have all
reviewed and approved this schedule going forward.

10.Haven’t we had a Sunday schedule like this before? Yes, in years past a Worship/Sunday
School/Worship schedule has been the norm at Grace though the type and times of each may
have differed. This is a new version of something Grace has done for much of its history.

11.What does this make possible? There are a number of ministry “wins” that this schedule
makes possible. One is that it increases access to Sunday School and other “Engagement
Hour” opportunities, especially to Thrive worshipers. It also ensures ample rehearsal time
before both worship services. This schedule also allows for a robust Coffee Hour and
increased opportunities for face-to-face fellowship which Grace has missed in recent years.
Finally, it gives us opportunities for special classes, speakers, and events on Sundays at 10 to
help us all engage with the grace of God and one another more deeply.


