SERVE PIZZA MINISTRY

Early in 2018 Pastor Janet challenged us after her sermon “to get out of our
comfort zone” and go out and help someone. It was still winter, so |
decided to donate some coats to Serve. | was definitely out of my comfort
zone not having been to Serve before and not even knowing what building
or door to use to deliver the coats. When | went in to drop off the coats, |
asked what their needs were at that time. They said they really needed
pillows, diapers and some other items. | went to Walmart and filled up a
couple of carts.

When | came back to Serve God
had planted the idea in my head to
ask about serving pizza on Friday
nights once a month at the shelter.
| thought it would be something fun
for the homeless folks to look
forward to. They told me about a
man that was homeless as a child
and the highlight of his memories
as a child was Friday night pizza at
a homeless shelter. He became a
successful businessman and was
serving Papa John pizzas one Friday a month at Serve. He has now
moved out of the area. | was inspired by his story and called Dominoes
and negotiated a bulk deal for 15 pizzas to be delivered once a month on a
Friday night at 4:30pm to Serve. When | was assigned my first Friday night
serving pizza at Serve it was on Good Friday March 30, 2018. It brought
tears to my eyes confirming that this was God’s plan.

| can’t measure the joy that it gives me to serve the homeless folks pizza
once a month and put smiles on so many faces, young and old. Earlier this
year there was an older lady that must have been in her late 60’s and she
was so excited about the pizza she said she felt like a little kid. Not too
long ago there was a small boy about 6 years old that kept coming back to
me for more pizza. He ate at least 7 pieces. | hope that one day when he



is much older that Friday Night Pizza will have been a bright spot in his
memories of his days living in the homeless shelter.

The Bible verse that comes to mind is Matthew 25:34-40:

34 Then the king will say to those at his right hand, ‘Come, you who
are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the
foundation of the world, 35 for | was hungry and you gave me food, | was
thirsty and you gave me something to drink, | was a stranger and you
welcomed me, 36 | was naked and you gave me clothing, | was sick and
you took care of me, | was in prison and you visited me.’ 37 Then the
righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry and
gave you food or thirsty and gave you something to drink? 38 And when
was it that we saw you a stranger and welcomed you or naked and gave
you clothing? 39 And when was it that we saw you sick or in prison and
visited you?’ 40 And the king will answer them, “Truly | tell you, just as you
did it to one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did it to
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me.

Hopefully this write up helps to better understand how this Pizza Ministry
came about. Normally it's 3 or 4 of us that serve the pizza each month but
we are open to having others from Grace join us. Kids do have to be 16 or
older and accompanied by an adult. | have kept the ministry fairly low key
but by sharing this story | hope that it will inspire others to “get out of their
comfort zone” and see what happens next.



