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Lord; what do you want to do through me
to fulfill your will for Grace?




Dear Friends,

Grace has always been a church where we do our best to live up to our name
and reflect the grace of God in all we do. Today, we invite you to be part of
the next chapter of our story as we embark on The Promise of Grace — a
capital campaign that will strengthen our mission for years to come. Together,
we will boldly step into God’s future, preparing our church to flourish in
ministry now and for generations to come.

Through this campaign, we believe God is calling us to:

* ELIMINATE the remaining debt from our 2019 building addition ASAP,
freeing us for future mission and ministry.

* PREPARE our facilities for the future by completing critical upgrades,
including installing an enhanced security system, replacing aging HVAC
systems, water heaters, and rusted pipes, and improving accessibility by
adding ramps and installing a new elevator to replace the existing one, which
is beyond repair.

« ENHANCE key spaces to better serve our congregation, including AV
upgrades in the Fellowship Hall and renovations to the Choir Room, as funds
allow.

The pages ahead offer a deeper look at these priorities. We invite you to
explore them thoughtfully and prayerfully as you discern how God is calling
you to participate.

Remember as you review this booklet, your pledge is a commitment for
almost four years—giving you the opportunity to make a meaningful impact in
a way that fits your generosity.

Our journey begins in prayer, and we ask you to join us in praying our
centering prayer: “Lord, what do you want to do through me to fulfill your will
for Grace?” May this prayer guide your heart and your giving, as together we
embrace The Promise of Grace with open hands and faithful hearts.

With hope and gratitude,
Don and Sylvia ¢ Jonathan and Frika

Don and Sylvia Bynum and Jonathan and Erika Bukva,
The Promise of Grace Directors
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What is The Promise of Grace? It is our capital campaign created to free Grace UMC from
the debt incurred to build our 2019 addition and to prepare our facilities for future ministry
through essential repairs and improvements. This campaign represents our commitment to
faithfully steward the resources God has given us so we can continue sharing God's grace
with our growing community.

How will giving to The Promise of Grace affect my tithe or offering? This is not our annual
mission and ministry stewardship campaign. Your regular tithe or offering remains

foundational and should be your first priority. This is an invitation to give sacrificially, above
and beyond your regular giving, as an expression of faith and gratitude for God'’s blessings.

What is sacrificial giving? Sacrificial giving means offering something of significance so
something of greater significance can occur. At its heart, sacrificial giving begins with
prayerful discernment as to what God is asking us to give.

What if I've already been giving above and beyond? First, thank you! Your gifts sustain the
life-changing ministries of Grace UMC. Nothing we do at Grace is possible without God’s
help and your faithful generosity. Our growing congregation and expansive facilities need
your continued support. We pray that your giving has been a blessing in your life, and we
invite you to prayerfully consider how God might be leading you to further participate.

How much am | expected to give? There are no set amounts or specific asks. Instead, we
ask you to pray, “Lord, what do you want to do through me to fulfill your will for Grace?”
Listen for God's guidance and respond with an open heart. The dollar amounts will vary for
each individual or family, but the call to generosity and sacrificial giving is universal.

How may my gift be paid? You choose the giving schedule that works best for you—weekly,
monthly, quarterly, annually, etc. The campaign runs for almost 4 years or 45 months,
concluding on December 31, 2028. This flexibility allows you to give as God provides, in a
way that aligns with your financial situation and opportunities.

May I give other assets? Absolutely! Gifts of appreciated assets—such as stocks, bonds,
real estate, or retirement funds—can be a tax-wise way to give generously. Many donors
experience significant tax advantages by using these resources for charitable purposes.
Please consult your financial advisor to explore how this might benefit your giving.

When and where will | make my commitment? "Promise Sunday” is April 6, 2025, when
we'll gather to offer our "Estimate of Giving" form as an act of worship. You may submit
your commitment in person, online, or by mail—before, on, or after this special day. Let us
unite in faith as we embrace the promises God has for Grace UMC!
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WHY ARE WE HAVING A CAMPAIGN?

Grace is a vibrant, thriving, and
growing church—a testament to
God's blessings and the faithfulness
of this congregation. Over the years,
we've made incredible strides in
ministry, community outreach, and
improving our facilities to support
our mission. Now, we stand at a
pivotal moment to ensure the next
chapter of Grace’s story is one of
even greater impact and faithfulness.

The Promise of Grace is about stepping boldly into the future and positioning
Grace to grow in ministry, serve others, and fulfill our mission more fully. We have
two top priorities:

1. Eliminating Debt - Over five years ago, we expanded our facilities by adding our
wonderful new addition including the Fellowship Hall, Community Room,
Generations Room, bathrooms, industrial kitchen, and barn which dramatically
increased our ministry capacity. These spaces have been transformative for our
congregation and community, but the associated debt continues to divert
resources away from mission and ministry. By eliminating this existing debt, we
free up significant funds to invest in the future.

2. Repairing and Improving Our Facilities - Ensuring our campus remains safe,
welcoming, and functional for generations to come requires addressing essential
repairs and improvements across our facility.These include life safety projects
such as tree removal and enhanced security systems, critical system updates like
replacing rusted pipes, water heaters, and HVAC units, as well as accessibility
enhancements like installing accessible doors and ramps and replacing the
elevator.

Achieving these two top priorities is a balancing act. While our goal is to eliminate
debt ASAP, we must also be prepared to address urgent facility repairs as they
arise. For example, if an HVAC system fails and requires immediate replacement,
funds that might have been available for early debt reduction would need to be
redirected toward ensuring our facilities remain safe and functional. By balancing
these priorities, we can act responsibly and faithfully, ensuring that Grace remains
a place of welcome, worship, and mission for years to come.

A successful campaign will not only meet these two priorities, but will also ensure
Grace continues to grow, thrive, and transform lives. Together, with faith and
generosity, we can secure a strong foundation for the future and take Grace’s

ministry to new heights. .



ELIMINATE THE DEBT

In 2019, we made a bold investment in our future by building a beautiful new 11,696
square-foot addition, featuring our Fellowship Hall, Community Rooms, Generations
Room, modern restrooms, and a state-of-the-art commercial kitchen. Along with the
barn, these spaces have greatly expanded Grace's ability to serve both our
congregation and the wider community. Together, these projects represented an
investment of over $3.6 million.

Thanks to your generosity, we've made incredible progress—our remaining debt is
now less than $560,000! Thank you!

Currently, we are carrying an interest-only loan at 5.65%. Through your gifts to
The Promise of Grace, we will pay down the principal as quickly as possible and
eliminate the debt entirely. Imagine the possibilities of a debt-free church—more
ministry, more outreach, and more opportunities to live out our mission. We can't




FACILITY REPAIRS AND UPDATES

At Grace UMC, our light tower isn’t just a landmark—it's a powerful symbol of
Christ’s light shining in the world, reminding us of our mission to reflect God’'s grace
in all we do. But keeping this light shining—both literally and spiritually—requires
faithful stewardship of the spaces where ministry happens. Our church home must
be ready to serve both today’s needs and the generations to come.

Since Grace UMC relocated from Main Street to Clover Hill Farm in 1994, we've
grown our campus to meet the expanding needs of our congregation and
community. Now, over 30 years later, many of our buildings and facilities are
showing their age. They need critical repairs, essential updates, and meaningful
improvements to ensure we can continue to welcome, love, and serve everyone with
excellence.

The Promise of Grace is about preparing our facilities for the future so that God's
promise to the people of Grace UMC can continue to flourish. Our mission—to
reflect the grace of God in the ways we welcome, love, and serve the world and one
another—must never be hindered by facilities that are outdated, inaccessible, or
unwelcoming.

Caring for our church home is a sacred act of faith and hope. Together, we honor
God’'s promise to us and to all who have and will walk through these doors. Let us
shine the light of Christ for generations to come and ensure Grace UMC remains a
beacon of love, grace, and service.



WHAT IS PLANNED?

Just like our homes, buildings endure wear and tear over time—especially a space
as active and vibrant as ours. To be good stewards of the resources entrusted to
us and to avoid costly crises, we must address aging infrastructure by replacing
critical systems like HVAC units, water heaters, plumbing, and other essential
components that keep our church functioning smoothly.

We also need to prioritize the safety and security of our campus. This means
removing hazardous tree limbs that could damage buildings during storms,
expanding security systems to provide a safe environment for all, and installing
an e-917 phone system to improve emergency response times.

Finally, our mission calls us to create a church where everyone feels welcome. No
physical barrier should ever prevent someone from worshipping, learning, or
participating in ministry at Grace. To fulfill this vision, we will add new ramps, new
doors to some entrances, and a new elevator to ensure our facilities are fully
accessible to all.

This campaign is about far more than bricks and mortar. It's about investing in the
future of ministry—creating a space where God’s grace can be experienced, lives
can be transformed, and the light of Christ can shine brightly for generations to
come. Together, we can make this vision a reality.




If funds allow, we also plan to complete two projects that could significantly
enhance our ministry. First, when the Fellowship Hall was completed, we lacked the
resources to equip it with the audio-visual tools necessary to maximize its potential.
Upgrading the sound system and adding projection capabilities will ensure clear
sound and visibility for everyone, benefiting both our church and the broader
community.

Additionally, our Choir Room is in need of renovations. Beyond improving the space
for our choir, this project would transform the room into a versatile area that serves
our children’s ministry when the choir is not using it. One exciting vision is to make
it the dedicated home for our children’s pop-up church—a worship experience
specially designed for them.

While we may not yet know if we will have the resources to accomplish these two
projects, we remain confident in God’s provision and the generosity of the people of
Grace. Together, we have consistently opened our hearts and given faithfully to
fulfill God's will. Whether it's paying off the mortgage, making facility improvements,
or turning these dreams into reality, these steps will mark another chapter in our
150-year history of faithfulness.

One generation will praise your works to the next one,
proclaiming your mighty acts. Psalm 145:4 CEB




WHAT ARE OUR FINANCIAL GOALS?

_FAITH . HOPE

Remember, the opportunity to give spans nearly four years:

» We have FAITH that together, we will give at least $1.0 million.
- We HOPE that together, we will give at least $1.5 million.
+ We would LOVE if together, we gave $2.0 million or more!

We have set three bold and visionary goals for The Promise of Grace, inspired by
Faith, Hope, and Love—the “greatest” of God’s spiritual gifts to us (1 Corinthians
13). These goals build upon one another, reflecting a shared journey of generosity
and trust in God's provision.

The Faith Goal = $1 Million

This foundational goal reflects our trust in God'’s provision and our confidence in
the faithfulness of our congregation. Reaching this milestone will allow us to
eliminate the remaining building debt and address the most urgent facility repairs,
ensuring that our campus continues to serve as a place of ministry and mission.

The Hope Goal - $1.5 Million

Building on the Faith Goal, this milestone reflects a spirit of hope and our desire
to dream even bigger. Achieving the "Hope" Goal will enable us to go beyond the
basics, allowing us to complete additional repairs and critical improvements that
enhance our spaces for ministry.

The Love Goal — $2 Million or More

Love calls us to dream boldly and step into the full vision of what God has
planned for Grace. Reaching the "Love" Goal would allow us to not only make all
key repairs but also invest in two specific, transformative enhancements:
upgrading the audio-visual systems in our fellowship hall and renovating the choir
room. These improvements will create vibrant, welcoming spaces where worship,
learning, and community can thrive for generations to come.

Each goal reflects a step forward in faith, hope, and love—uniting us as a church
family and empowering us to move boldly into the future God envisions for
Grace. Together, we trust in God’'s abundant provision and the shared
generosity of this congregation to make these dreams a reality.



WHAT WILL IT TAKE?

Our goal is to reach the LOVE goal of $2 million—an investment in the future of Grace
that will transform our facilities and expand our ministry impact. What will it take? We
believe that through prayerful discernment, each person will be moved by God to give
generously, sacrificially, and joyfully, according to the blessings they have received. The
chart below shows how churches of similar size have successfully raised $2 million.

Remember, this is a journey of faith and generosity spread over 195 Sundays—45
months or four tax years (2025-2028)—giving everyone the flexibility to contribute in
meaningful ways. Every gift matters. Every commitment counts. Together, with hearts
full of grace and love, we will reach this goal and step boldly into God'’s future!

# COMMITMENTS COMMITMENT AMOUNT TOTAL
—

1 $250,000+ $250,000

3 $100,000+

5 $50,000+ $250,000

7 $25,000+ - $175,000

11 §20000+ |  $220000

34 $10,000+ $340,000

52 $5,000+ $260,000
Remainder Less than 35%9_0‘_ » $205,000

TOTAL $2,000,000

Make prayer your foundation. Reflect on the giving chart and prayerfully consider a gift
that will stretch your faith and embody generosity and sacrifice.

Remember, our goal is not equal gifts, but equal sacrifice. Ask yourself:

If everyone were to match not the QUANITY of my gift but the QUALITY of my gift,
would God's will be fulfilled?

Give God the space to lead you. Let this be a decision shaped by prayer, strengthened by
faith, and grounded in trust. Open your heart, listen for God's guidance, and step forward
with courage—knowing that your commitment is part of something far greater than
yourself.

If you have questions about your gift, we are here to help! Contact Rev. Drew Colby or
Sandy Risko at 703-361-7800, or our consultant, Pat Luna, at 334-202-9440 or
patluna@me.com. We also encourage you to consult your tax advisor.

Together, through prayer and faithful giving, we will achieve God's vision for Grace UMC
and share in the joy of this transformative journey.
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HOW MAY GIFTS BE PAID?

It is up to you! Every gift matters—and how you give is up to you! Contributions can
be made weekly, monthly, quarterly, or annually, using cash or other assets such as
stocks, bonds, or real estate. The giving opportunity spans almost four years and
runs through December 31, 2028.

Most people give in cash, either upfront or in installments spread over 45 months
or four tax years (2025-2028). The charts below illustrate how even amounts that
are smaller but consistent adds up to create a powerful impact. Together, our
generosity transforms lives and advances our mission!

WEEKLY GIFT  TOTAL GIFT MONTHLY GIFT
$10 | $1,950 $50
$20 : 3355',{1“ $75
$30 $5,850 $100
$40 | $7,800 $150
$50 $9,750 $200
$60 $11,700 $250
$75 $14,625 $500 | $22,500
$100 8195 $750 - $337%0
$250 $48,750 $1000 $45,000

Creative Giving Options: Maximize Your Impact!

Gifts of Securities - Donating long-term appreciated securities—like stocks, bonds, or
mutual fund shares—is a powerful and tax-wise way to give. In most cases, you can
deduct the full fair market value of the securities, regardless of how much they have
grown in value, while avoiding capital gains tax altogether. This means more of your
resources go directly to support Grace UMC.

Retirement Assets - Using retirement assets for charitable giving can be a smart
financial decision. Retirement accounts passed to heirs (other than a spouse) are
often subject to significant taxes. If you are 70% or older, consider an IRA charitable
rollover to make a direct, tax-free gift from your IRA. Consult your tax advisor to
explore this beneficial giving strategy.

Other Creative Gifts - Consider other meaningful ways to give, including gifts of
closely held stock, life insurance policies, real estate, precious metals, or even
personal property like jewelry, artwork, or a remainder interest in a home or farm. Life
income gifts can also provide income for you while supporting the church’s future.

These creative giving strategies allow you to make a lasting difference while aligning
with your financial goals and values. Together, we can make a difference!

11



GRACE UNITED
METHODIST
CHURCH

9750 Wellington Road
Manassas, VA 20110
703-361-7800
https://umcgrace.org

u]




