The Promise of Grace

Friends,

The first time I ever gave to a church campaign I was nine years old. My mom was the
pastor of Good Shepherd UMC, and she taught us that we weren’t called to give equal
gifts, but “equal sacrifice.” So, on the last Sunday of that campaign, I placed one of my

most prized possessions—my favorite baseball—into the offering plate.

That baseball didn’t amount to much financially, but it was how I answered the call to
sacrificial giving. In turn, the church (which my baseball helped build) continued to shape
my faith. It became the place where I served, where I was confirmed, and ultimately,

where my call to ministry was nurtured.

As you will see in the attached brochure, the Promise of Grace campaign is not about
building a new building, no—but we are ensuring that what Grace has built will be strong
for generations to come. Just as I once gave my baseball, during this campaign my family
and I are asking, “What’s our baseball now?” We have long tithed 10%, and now we give
13% of our gross income to Grace. It’s not always easy, and our Promise of Grace giving
will take us beyond 13% (as did our “Lighting the Way” giving) but we have learned that
giving sacrificially, and seeing the impact in the life of the church brings us deep joy.

God has been faithful to us, and we are going to be stepping up in faith again, giving
sacrificially to the Promise of Grace. I invite you to join us. Enclosed, you’ll find a
brochure with more details about the campaign which is focused on goals you have set as

a church, along with an Estimate of Giving form and a return envelope.

Please take time to prayerfully consider your commitment. Then, bring your completed

form (along with any other “baseballs” you’d like to give) to Promise Sunday on April 6.
That’s when we will come together in faith and gratitude for all that God is doing through

Grace, and offer our best, while trusting in the promises of God.

In Christ,

Pastor Drew
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